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Public  Health  Department, 

Manor  House, 

Kettering. 

May ,  1953- 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor, 

Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
the  Borough  of  Kettering. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  year  1952. 

The  contents  of  this  report  have  been  compiled  in  accordance  with 
the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  2/53  dated  the  22nd  January,  1953. 
The  vital  statistics  which  are  included  are  based  on  information  supplied 
by  the  Registrar-General  ;  this  was  received  on  the  21st  May,  1953 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  Borough 
is  36,600. 

The  birthrate  per  1,000  total  population  which  decreased  slightly 
from  14.3  in  1951  to  14. 1  is  below  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
stillbirth  rate  of  0.36  per  1,000  total  population  is  above  that  for 
England  and  Wales  which  is  0.35.  The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 
is  25.34  compared  with  26.72  in  1951  and  25.24  in  1950. 

The  death  rate  from  all  causes  per  1,000  total  population  is  9.8  com¬ 
pared  with  10.3  in  1951  and  11.3  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  388 
deaths,  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  cancer  and  tuber¬ 
culosis  accounted  for  T-579A3  and  15  respectively,  together  making  61.1 
per  cent  of  the  total.  u-3 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  is  nil  for  the  tenth 
successive  year.  The  infantile  mortality  rate,  that  is,  the  number  of 
deaths  of  children  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births  is  32.00  compared 
with  19.61  for  1951  and  27.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  increased  by  two  and  the  number  of 
notified  cases  also  increased  in  1952.  Three  of  the  notified  cases  were 
aliens. 

The  incidence  of  diphtheria  continues  to  fall  in  other  areas  of  England 
and  Wales  but  the  rate  of  decline  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  deadly 
disease  has  not  been  so  great  in  1952  as  in  previous  years.  “  Carriers” 
of  diphtheria  are  still  amongst  us,  who,  although  not  ill  themselves,  are 
capable  of  infecting  anyone  they  contact. 

Diphtheria  can  only  be  kept  in  check  by  the  maintenance  of  an 
adequate  level  of  immunisation.  At  least  75%  of  babies  must  be  im¬ 
munised  before  their  first  birthday  in  order  to  maintain  a  satisfactory 
position. 
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No  case  of  diphtheria  has  occurred  in  Kettering  since  1947.  To  keep 
up  this  excellent  record  it  is  vitally  necessary  for  parents  to  have  their 
infants  protected  and  the  protection  maintained  by  a  “  booster  ”  dose 
given  when  the  child  attains  school  age. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  is  still  provided  free  of  cost  by  family 
doctors  under  the  National  Health  Scheme  or  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
in  School  Lane. 

Last  year  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  whereas  there  were 
9  notified  cases  in  1952.  Many  of  the  cases  of  food-borne  infection  could 
be  prevented  by  careful  handwashing  and  the  use  of  individual  towels  in 
the  home  and  paper  towels  in  schools,  factories  and  shops.  Not  until  the 
public  demand  higher  standards  of  food  hygiene  and  parents  train  their 
children  at  home  in  toilet  hygiene  and  routine  hand-washing  before  meals, 
and  every  food  handler  takes  a  pride  in  attaining  the  highest  standard  of 
cleanliness,  will  there  be  any  substantial  decrease  in  cases  of  food  poisoning. 

It  is  regrettable  that  some  residents  and  schools  still  return  empty 
milk  bottles  unwashed  and  sometimes  in  a  dirty  condition  having  used 
them  for  holding  various  liquids.  Milk  left  in  the  bottles  attracts  flies. 
The  Vinegar  fly  is  attracted  by  sour  milk  in  which  she  lays  her  eggs. 

The  use  of  waxed  cartons  would  be  an  advantage  and  less  costly  than 
bottles  which  cost  from  6d.  to  8d.  each.  The  life  of  a  milk  bottle  is  about 
six  journeys  for  a  large  dairy  and  fourteen  journeys  for  a  smaller  dairy. 
The  cartons  would  also  save  costly  bottle  washing  equipment  and  building 
to  house  it,  and  manpower,  besides  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  machine, 
and  time  and  cost  of  rinse  tests.  Pint  sized  waxed  containers  may  be 
purchased  from  £4  10s.  od.  per  thousand.  Waxed  cartons  are  extensively 
used  for  fruit  drinks  in  theatres  and  cinemas  and  for  ice-cream.  It  is  for 
the  consumers  to  urge  dairymen  to  return  to  this  hygienic  pre-war  practice. 

You  are  doing  a  great  deal  to  beautify  the  town  and  I  should  like  to 
see  Kettering  residents  and  visitors  to  the  town  helping  to  keep  the  town 
clean  by  not  allowing  their  dogs  to  foul  the  footway  and  by  placing  all  bus 
tickets  and  other  litter  in  the  waste  paper  receptacles  which  have  been 
provided. 

A  matter  of  concern  is  the  giving  of  goldfish  and  animals  as  prizes 
at  the  fairs.  The  Local  Authority  has  no  control  over  this  under  the 
“  Pet  Animals  Act  ”  of  1951,  as  “  giving  ”  does  not  constitute  a  sale  within 
the  meaning  of  this  Act.  These  animals  may  suffer  through  being  kept 
in  small  cages  until  late  evening  in  the  heat,  light  and  noise  of  the  fair¬ 
ground  and  from  irregular  feeding.  To  control  this  practice  the  Local 
Authority  could  impose  the  conditions  attached  to  pet  shop  licences  when 
letting  the  ground  for  a  fair. 

The  rising  cost  of  hospital  care  is  directing  more  attention  to  pre¬ 
ventive  health  services.  It  is  not  generally  realised  that  out  of  every  £10 
spent  on  the  National  Health  Service  only  about  3/-  is  allocated  to  pre¬ 
ventive  work,  yet  nearly  three-quarters  of  all  deaths  are  due  to  preventab  le 
diseases. 
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Many  of  the  present  clay  problems  associated  with  outbreaks  of  un¬ 
usual  illness  would  possibly  be  solved  if  more  research  work  were  carried 
out  in  this  country  on  viruses. 

0  on 


As  Herbert  Spencer  said  “  The  prevention  of  health  is  a  duty 
Very  few  people  seem  to  realise  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  physical 
morality. 


In  order  to  get  the  best  out  of  life  health  education  must  commence 
very  early  in  life  and  continue  to  old  age.  Parents  should  be  the  best 
health  educators  of  their  children. 

The  welfare  of  the  aged  is  a  pressing  problem.  Almost  daily  one 
sees  the  need  for  “  Eventide  Homesteads  ”  for  the  elderly  who  are  not 
suitable  for  the  communal  life  of  a  hostel.  In  their  own  home  they  could 
retain  the  furniture  they  love  and  other  cherished  possessions  and  spend  the 
evening  of  their  days  in  comfort  and  content. 

I  desire  to  thank  Mr.  L.  H.  Brown,  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the 
Mid-Northamptonshire  Water  Board  for  information  concerning  the 
water  supply  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  j.  P.  Haugh,  O.B.E.,  Borough  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  for  the  information  regarding  housing,  drainage,  sewerage 
and  public  cleansing  which  is  incorporated  in  this  report  ;  and  the  general 
practitioners  who  have  continued  to  inform  me  of  any  undue  prevalence 
of  diseases  in  the  town  and  of  cases  of  the  less  common  diseases  which  are 
not  at  present  notifiable  by  statute. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  way  in  which  the  members  of 
the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  have  carried  out  their  duties 
during  the  year,  and  to  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  their  interest 
and  help. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FLORENCE  BENTHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres)  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,539 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  .  36,600 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1952)  according  to 

Rate  Books  .  .  .  .  11,135 

Rateable  Value  .  .  .  .  .  £244,635 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  .  .  .  £95 5 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the 

Year. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

472 

248 

224 

Illegitimate 

28 

H 

H 

Totals 

500 

262 

238 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

13.66 

(Crude). 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

13 

9 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

J3 

9 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

25-34 

DEATHS. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

388 

200 

188 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population 

10.60 

(Crude) 

Death  from  Puerperal  causes  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Nil 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

32.00 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

33*90 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

63 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Nil 
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Birth  rates,  Civilian  Death  rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the 

year  1952. 

160  County  160  Smaller 

England  Boroughs  and  Towns  (Resident  London  Kettering 
and  Great  Towns  Population  Administrative 
Wales  (including  25,000- — 50,000  County 

London)  at  1951  Census) 


Births.  Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population. 


Live  births 

15-3 

16.9 

15-5 

17.6  14. 1 

Still  births  .  .  f 

0-35 

o-43 

0.36 

0.34  0.36 

l 

22.6  (<2) 

24.6  (<2) 

23.0  (a) 

19.2  (a)  25.34 

Deaths. 

All  Causes  . 

n-3 

12. 1 

1 1.2 

12.6  9.8 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

—  — 

Whooping  cough 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00  — 

Diphtheria  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00  — 

Tuberculosis 

0.24 

0.28 

0.22 

0.31  — 

Influenza 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05  0.07 

Smallpox 

0.00 

— 

— 

—  — 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (in- 

eluding  polioencephalitis) 

O.OI 

O.OI 

0.00 

O.OI  — 

Pneumonia  . 

0.47 

0.52 

0-43 

0.58  0.51 

Notifications  ( Corrected ). 

Typhoid  fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00  — 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

O.OI  0.05 

Meningococcal  infection  . 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02  0.05 

Scarlet  fever 

i-53 

i-75 

1.58 

I.56  I.45 

Whooping  cough  . 

2.61 

2.74 

2-57 

1.66  4*04 

Diphtheria  . 

O.OI 

O.OI 

0.03 

0.01  — 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.14  0.33 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

—  — 

Measles 

8.86 

10. 1 1 

8.49 

9.23  0.83 

Pneumonia  . 

0.72 

0.80 

0.62 

0.57  0.63 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (in- 

eluding  polioencephalitis) 

Paralytic  . 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06  0.03 

Non-paralytic 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03  — 

Food  poisoning 

0.13 

0.16 

0. 1 1 

0.18  0.25 

Puerperal  pyrexia  . 

17.87  ( a ) 

23.94  (a) 

10.22  (a) 

30.77(a)  13.65 

Deaths.  Rates  per 

1,000  Live  Births. 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age 

27.6  (b) 

31.2 

25.8 

23.8  32.00 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

under  2  years  of  age 

1. 1 

i-3 

0.5 

0.7  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  in 

England  and  Wales. 

Number 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 

Kettering 

of  Deaths 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 

Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  childbirth 

and  the  puerperium 

61 

0.09 

Nil 

Abortion  with  toxaemia 

13 

0.02 

Nil 

Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy 

and  the  puerperium 

147 

0.21 

Nil 

Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 

and  childbirth 

59 

0.09 

Nil 

Abortion  without  mention  of 

sepsis  or  toxaemia . 

31 

0.04 

Nil 

Abortion  with  sepsis 

47 

0.07 

Nil 

Other  complications  of  preg- 

nancy,  childbirth  and  the 

puerperium  . 

138 

0.20 

Nil 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

( b )  Per  1,000  related  live  births 


IO 


Population. — The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident 
population  for  the  mid  year  1952  is  36,600  and  the  vital  statistics  in 
the  report  are  based  on  that  figure. 

Births. — ( a )  Live  Births. — The  Registrar-General  returns  the 
number  of  births  registered  during  1952  as  500,  of  which  262  were 
males  and  238  were  females.  This  gives  a  crude  birth  rate  of  13.66 
per  1,000  total  population,  compared  with  13.88  in  1951.  The 
corrected  birth  rate,  i.e.,  the  rate  which  would  be  arrived  at  if  the 
age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  population  of  the  district  was  in  the 
same  proportion  as  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales,  is  14. 1  compared 
with  15.3  for  England  and  Wales.  Twenty-eight  births  were  illegitimate, 
14  males  and  14  females. 

( b )  Still  Births. — The  number  of  stillborn  children  registered 
in  1952  was  13,  of  which  9  were  males  and  4  females.  This  gives  a 
stillbirth  rate  of  25.34  per  1,000  total  births  and  0.36  per  1,000  total 
population. 

Deaths. — The  Registrar-General  gives  the  number  of  deaths 
registered  as  388  of  which  200  were  males  and  188  females.  Forty-seven 
residents  died  outside  the  borough  and  140  non-residents  died  within  the 
borough. 

Taking  the  estimated  population  figure  of  36,600  the  crude- 
death  rate  for  1952  is  10.60  but  the  corrected  death  rate,  i.e.,  the  rate 
which  would  be  arrived  at  if  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  population 
of  Kettering  was  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  rest  of  England  and 
Wales,  is  9.8  compared  with  11.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Registrar-General’s  comparability  factor  for  the  correction 
of  the  birth  rate  for  the  Borough  is  1.03  and  for  the  death  rate  is  0.92. 


REGISTERED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males  Females  Total 


All 

causes  .  . 

200 

188 

388 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 1 

3 

14 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms 

1 

1 

3- 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

2 

3 

4- 

Diphtheria 

— • 

— ■ 

5- 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— ■ 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

1 

— - 

1 

7- 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  .  .  . 

— 

- - 

- - - 

9- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— - 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

7 

2 

9 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  and  bronchus 

9 

2 

11 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

5 

5 

i3- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus . 

— 

2 

2 

H- 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

11 

25 

36 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

1 6. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

J7- 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . 

25 

24 

49 

ii 


Males 

Females 

Total 

i8. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

37 

23 

60 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

7 

9 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

39 

42 

81 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

4 

5 

9 

22. 

Influenza 

i 

2 

3 

23- 

Pneumonia 

9 

1 1 

20 

24. 

Bronchitis 

3 

3 

6 

25- 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4 

1 

5 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

— 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

2 

5 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

2 

3°* 

Pregnancy,  child  birth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

3 

32- 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

15 

18 

33 

33- 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

34- 

All  other  accidents 

6 

3 

9 

35- 

Suicide 

— 

2 

2 

36- 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  : 

Total 

11 

5 

16 

Legitimate  . 

1 1 

5 

16 

Illegitimate 

— 

-  . 

— 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks 
of  age  : 

Total 

10 

4 

H 

Legitimate 

10 

4 

H 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — -The  following  specimens  were 

sent  to 

the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Northampton  : 

Water — Town’s  supply  from  taps 

10 

Water — Council’s  Swimming  Bath 
(Bacteriological  exam.)  . 

6 

Water — Other  Swimming  Baths  and  Paddling  Pools 
(Bacteriological  exam.)  . 

7 

Water — Pump  in  yard 

(Bacteriological  exam.)  . 

4 

Water — Well  in  factory 

(Bacteriological  exam.) 

3 

The  following  specimens  were  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research  Associa- 

tion, 

London  : 

Water — Stream  (Chemical  examination) 

5 

12 


The  following  specimens  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Northampton,  and  the  Laboratory  at  the  Kettering  and  District  General 
Hospital : 


Faeces  .  .  .  .  366 

Swabs  from  throat  and  nose  .  .  .  .  13 

Blood  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Duck  Eggs  .  .  .  .  1 

Various  Foods  .  .  23 

Milk  .  .  .  .  .  .  47 

Ice-cream  .  . . .  .  40 

Rats  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Mice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Mouse  Droppings  .  .  .  .  .  1 


Six  rats  and  seven  mice  were  sent  to  the  Salmonella  Reference  Laboratory 
Colindale. 


13 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 

during  the  year  1952. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  age  groups  of  the  cases 
notified  : 


Disease 

S  All  Ages 

M 

<u 

< 

% 

1952 

Under  1  year 

1  to  3  years 

3  to  5  years 

5  to  10  years 

10  to  15  years 

OO 

U 

03 

<D 

lO 

N 

O 

-*-> 

IT) 

W 

25  to  45  years 

45  to  65  years 

1 

65  and  over 

Removed  to 

Hospital 

Small-pox 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

23 

53 

— 

4 

18 

28 

3 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

Enteric  Fever 
(including  Typhoid 
and  Paratyphoid) 

Nil 

2 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

I 

_ 

_ 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

— 

7 

Pneumonia 

42 

23 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

2 

3 

1 1 

2 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

6 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

3 

4 

4 

1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic 

7 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

Non-Paralytic 

5 

Encephalitis  -  Infective 

Nil 

1 

1 

1 

Meningococc?1  Infect’n. 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

2 

Dysentery 

78 

6 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

57o 

30 

1 

9 

13 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

132 

148 

16 

34 

49 

43 

2 

— 

3 

1 

— 

4 

Malaria 

1 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

Nil 

9 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

I 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Catarrhal  Jaundice 

1 

Nil 

Infective  Hepatitis 

4 

6 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

874 

300 

20 

5i 

84 

82 

9 

IO 

20 

18 

6 

35 

H 


Summary  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Wards,  1952. 


Disease. 

Totals 

Kingsley 

Northfield 

St.  Andrew’s 

Avondale 

St.  Peter’s 

St.  Mary’s 

Barton 

Warkton 

Piper’s  Hill 

Scarlet  Fever 

53 

— 

7 

5 

30 

3 

2 

5 

— 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Pneumonia 

23 

— 

4 

1 

4 

— 

6 

4 

— 

4 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

12 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

3 

(Paralytic) 

1 

1 

— 

(Non-paralytic) 

Meningococcal  Infection 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery . 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Measles 

30 

1 

2 

1 

11 

7 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

148 

5 

17 

8 

54 

5 

18 

7 

22 

12 

Food  Poisoning  . 

9 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

Paratyphoid  B  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tvphoid  Fever  . 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Encephalitis — Infective  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

300 

9 

33 

17 

105 

19 

32 

25 

24 

36 

ANTI-TOXIN,  ETC. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  hospital  management 
committees  are  responsible  for  making  antitoxin  available  to  doctors. 

Medical  practitioners  may  obtain  supplies  of  calf  lymph,  diphtheria 
prophylactic  and  anti-diphtheritic  serum  from  the  Kettering  General 
Hospital  pathological  laboratory. 

Whooping  cough  vaccine  and  the  combined  diphtheria  and  pertussis 
prophylactic  is  available  free  to  medical  practitioners  who  may  obtain 
supplies  from  the  County  Health  Department,  Northampton. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  have  been 
immunised  during  the  year  in  the  age  groups  : 

Under  5  years  5  -  14  years  Total 

358  H  372 

It  is  necessary  for  each  child  who  has  been  immunised  in  infancy 
to  receive  a  re-inforcing  dose  of  prophylactic  at  the  age  of  4 — 5  years 
and  again  about  the  eighth  birthday. 

During  the  year  75  children  have  been  given  these  “  booster  ” 
doses. 

The  numbers  of  Kettering  children  who  have  completed  a  full 
course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1952,  are 
given  in  the  following  table  : — 

Age  at  31.12.52.  Under  i  i  2  3  4  5-9  10-14  Total 

i.e.  Born  in  Year...  1952  1951  1950  1949  1948  1943-47  1938-42  under  15 

Number  Immunised  16  289  374  335  423  2115  i860  5412 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  VACCINATION 


The  number  of  children  who  have  received  whooping  cough  vaccination 
during  the  year  is  given  below  in  age  groups  : — 


Under  1 

1—4 

5 — 14  Total 

Whooping  cough  only 
*  Combined  diphtheria / whooping 

62 

108 

3 

173 

cough 

— 

I4I 

3 

H4 

* — The  combined  dipthheria/whooping  cough  figures  are  included  in 
the  figures  for  diphtheria  immunisation. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 

Modern  methods  of  transport  have  made  it  more  essential  for  parents 
to  protect  their  infants  against  smallpox.  In  recent  years  we  have  had 
three  sharp  reminders  of  the  necessity  for  vaccination  by  the  outbreaks 
of  smallpox  at  Glasgow,  Brighton  and  Rochdale. 

It  is  hoped  it  will  be  possible  to  record  a  further  increase  in  the  number 
of  vaccinations  in  future  years. 

Under  i  i  -  4  years  5-14  years  15  &  over  Total 


Primary  . .  120  28  13  53  214 

Re- vaccination  . .  .  —  —  7  53  60 


INTERNATIONAL  CERTIFICATES  OF  VACCINATION 

AND  INOCULATION. 

Kettering,  like  other  local  authorities,  authenticates  the  doctors’ 
signatures  on  the  certificates  of  inoculation  against  certain  diseases,  for 
persons  travelling  abroad. 


Scarlet  Fever. — Fifty-three  cases  were  notified  during  1952.  Up 
to  23.7.52,  10  cases  only  had  been  notified,  and  from  3.9.52  to  the  end  of 
the  year  43  cases  were  notified.  Of  these  43  cases,  21  attended  the  same 
infant  school  and  the  outbreak  was  at  first  confined  to  two  classes  in  this 
school. 

Five  of  the  43  cases  were  under  school  age,  3  being  brothers  and  sister 
of  cases  attending  this  infant  school  and  2  were  contacts  of  cases  from  the 
same  school. 

Although  the  cases  were  mild,  a  number  developed  otorrhoea. 

During  the  autumn  there  were  many  “  missed  ”  cases. 

Although  the  pattern  of  the  outbreak  did  not  resemble  a  milk-borne 
outbreak,  repeated  samples  of  milk  and  bottle  rinses  were  taken  to  ensure 
that  the  cases  were  not  due  to  the  milk  supply. 

There  was  no  illness  in  milk  roundsmen  or  their  children. 

Seventeen  cases  were  removed  to  Harborough  Road  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  Northampton. 
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Pneumonia. — Twenty-three  cases  were  notified  ;  20  deaths  were 

attributed  to  pneumonia  (all  forms),  the  figure  for  the  previous  year 
being  20. 

Erysipelas. — Twelve  cases  were  notified  compared  with  6  in  1951. 

Whooping  Cough.— One  hundred  and  forty-eight  cases  of  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough  were  notified. 

Measles. — Thirty  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  compared  with  570 
in  1951.  There  was  no  death  from  the  disease. 

Meningococcal  Infection. — One  female  case,  aged  19  years  who 
was  notified  in  April,  was  admitted  to  Harborough  Road  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  and  a  male  aged  six  months  who  was  notified  in  July  was 
an  in-patient  at  Kettering  General  Hospital.  He  was  not  a  Kettering 
resident. 


Small-pox. — No  cases  of  this  disease  occurred.  A  suspected  case 
was  investigated  but  specimens  submitted  to  the  laboratory  were  negative 
for  the  small-pox  virus. 

Typhus. — No  cases  of  this  disease  occurred. 

Enteric  Fever. — Two  cases  of  Paratyphoid  B  fever  occurred.  Both 
were  admitted  to  Harborough  Road  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  One 
case  was  not  a  Kettering  resident. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.— One  case,  a  female  aged  28,  onset  30.6.52 
was  notified  on  2.7.52.  This  case  had  paralysis  of  the  left  arm  and  both 
legs.  She  is  still  having  orthopaedic  treatment. 

Dysentery. — Six  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  notified.  Four  were 
males  aged  1  year  5  months,  3  years  5  months,  5  years  and  12  years.  Two 
were  females  aged  24  years  and  27  years.  Another  case,  a  male  aged  5 
months,  was  diagnosed  during  investigation  of  a  family  in  which  4  of  the 
notified  cases  occurred. 


Encephalitis. — A  female  aged  3  months,  onset  22.4.52,  was  notified 
on  7.5.52.  The  infant  was  suffering  from  measles  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Northampton  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


Food  Poisoning. - -Nine  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and 

one  ascertained  during  investigation  of  a  family  outbreak. 


Outbreaks 

Cases 

Deaths 

Organisms 


Food 


4 

9+1  not  notified. 

None 

Salmonella  Minnesota  1 

Salmonella  Enteritidis  1 

Probably  Staphylococcal  Enterotoxin  1 

Proteus  Vulgaris  1 

Pork  Pie  1 

Probably  food  infected  by  mice  at  grocers  1 

Probably  reheated  pork  sausage  1 

Pie  made  from  tinned  steak  and/or 

pork  sausage  1 


Outbreak 

Outbreak 

Outbreak 

Outbreak 

Outbreak 

Outbreak 

Outbreak 

Outbreak 
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FOOD  POISONING 
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INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS 

Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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frequently.  Brother  had 
temperature,  vomiting,  sore 
throat  and  enlarged  glands- 
onset  30.10.52. 


Tuberculosis. — This  year  there  is  an  increase  in  the  death  rate  and 
notifications  of  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Fortunately  there  is  now  very  little  delay  before  notified  cases  are 
admitted  to  a  sanatorium. 

The  T.B.  Care  Committee  undertakes  the  care  and  after-care 
of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  gives  valuable  assistance 
to  patients  and  their  families,  by  the  provision  of  milk,  groceries, 
etc.  to  suitable  cases. 

The  Northamptonshire  County  Council  is  the  authority 
responsible  for  tuberculosis  in  the  Borough.  32  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  3  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  notified  in  1952.  In  1951  the  figures  were  20  and  3  respectively. 
The  Registrar- General  returns  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
as  :  pulmonary  14,  non-pulmonary  1.  These  figures  differ  from  those 
compiled  locally  which  are  given  in  the  following  table.  In  1951  the 
figures  given  by  the  Registrar- General  were  n  and  2. 


New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1952. 


New  Cases. 

Dea 

ths. 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

1 

Pulmc 

>nary 

Pulmonary 

< 

Pulmo 

nary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  yr. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  to  5  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5  to  10 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  to  15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  20 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  to  25 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25  to  35  . 

5 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

35  to  45  . 

3 

4 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

45  to  55  . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55  to  65  . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

16 

16 

2 

1 

12 

3 

1 

— 

Form  I.  (Patients  admitted  to  Sanatoria)  .  .  17 

Form  II.  (Patients  discharged  from  Sanatoria)  .  16 


21 


Glandular  Fever. — Glandular  Fever  is  caused  by  a  virus.  Four 
cases  were  investigated  but  many  more  occurred  during  the  year. 


CASE 

ONSET 

SEX 

AGE 

goat’s  milk 

I. 

3°-I-52 

M. 

19 

Frequently 

2. 

20.5.52 

F. 

22 

14.4.52 

3- 

22.5.52 

M. 

8 

Frequently 

4- 

16.6.52 

F. 

18  First  week  in  May 

Lymphocytic  Chorio-meningitis. — One  case  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  22.4.52,  a  male  aged  21,  with 
onset  date  17.4.52.  This  case  was  admitted  to  Kettering  General  Flospital. 
The  man  worked  out  of  Kettering  and  particulars  were  referred  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  concerned. 


Deaths  from  Cancer — 1946-51. 

(Calculated  Locally) 


Year 

Total  Deaths 
from  Cancer. 

Cancer  Deaths-% 
of  total  Deaths 

Cancer  Deaths-Rate 
per  1,000  Population 

1946 

71* 

16.98 

I-99 

1947 

81 

17.68 

2.22 

1948 

87 

19.29 

2.36 

*949 

77 

19.20 

2.07 

I95° 

77 

17.42 

2.06 

I951 

72 

*7 -52 

1.96 

* — 69  deaths 

only  accounted  for  locally. 

Cancer 

Deaths- 

-1946-51. 

Site 

Sex 

1946 

*947  1 

948 

J949 

i95° 

i95i 

Total 

Stomach 

Males 

9 

4 

15 

5 

4 

6 

43 

Females 

6 

9 

4 

7 

10 

9 

45 

Lung 

Males 

1 

3 

6 

6 

6 

6 

28 

Females 

3 

— 

— • 

2 

3 

— 

8 

Bronchus 

Males 

1 

4 

4 

4. 

3 

7 

23 

Females 

— 

2 

— 

— 

4 

6 

Breast 

Females 

7 

5 

6 

9 

9 

5 

4i 

Uterus 

Females 

— 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

12 

22 


Deaths  from  Cancer— 1946-51.  (Calculated  Locally) 


Under  35yrs 

35  -  65  yrs. 

Over  65  yrs. 

Total  all  ages 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Brain 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Ear  . 

1 

- - 

1 

Auricle 

1 

1 

— 

Rt.  Antrum 

1 

- . 

1 

Mandible  . 

1 

— 

1 

Maxilla 

1 

2 

- - 

2 

Palate 

1 

1 

— 

Uvula 

1 

- - 

1 

Tongue 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Lip  . 

1 

1 

— . 

Pharynx 

1 

1 

— - 

2 

Larynx 

2 

2 

— 

Bronchus  . 

U 

1 

8 

5 

23 

6 

Lung 

18 

4 

10 

4 

28 

8 

Thyroid  &  Trachea 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Rib  . 

1 

1 

— - 

Oesophagus 

4 

1 

7 

1 

1 1 

2 

Stomach 

1 

16 

21 

26 

24 

43 

45 

Duodenum 

1 

1 

Splenic  Flexure 

1 

1 

— 

Colon 

2 

4 

7 

23 

25 

27 

34 

Caecum 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Rectum 

1 

7 

2 

23 

9 

31 

1 1 

Liver 

6 

2 

2 

1 

8 

3 

Common  Bile  Duct 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Pancreas 

6 

4 

2 

8 

8 

12 

Retroperitoneal 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Peritoneal  . 

1 

1 

— 

Kidney 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Hypernephroma  . 

1 

— 

1 

Bladder 

2 

1 

4 

3 

6 

4 

Prostrate 

3 

26 

29 

Testicle 

1 

1 

— 

Penis 

2 

2 

— . 

Breast 

1 

21 

19 

— • 

4i 

Ovary 

7 

4 

— - 

1 1 

Cervix 

1 

1 

— ■ 

2 

Uterus 

6 

6 

— 

12 

Vulva 

1 

— ■ 

1 

Diffuse 

,  1 

1 

— 

Rodent  Ulcer 

1 

— - 

1 

Sarcoma  of  Spinal  Cord 

1 

— 

1 

Melanotic  Sarcoma 

1 

■ — - 

1 

Pelvic  Sarcoma 

1 

1 

— . 

Thigh — Fibro  sarcoma 

1 

1 

— ■ 

Leg — sarcoma 

1 

— 

1 

Pyriform  Fossa 

1 

1 

— ■ 

?(Primary  growth 

unknown) 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

5 

i 

94  1 

87 

H7 

128 

243 

220 

Totals . 

23 


CANCER  1952 

MALES 


Site 

Age 

Occupation 

Total 

Bronchus 

50 

Company  Director 

5 

57 

Furnisher’s  Carpet  Planner 

57 

General  Engineer’s  Fitter 

59 

Blacksmith’s  Striker 

65 

Railway  Lorry  Driver 

Lung 

86 

Retired  Police  Constable 

3 

76 

Commercial  Clerk 

58 

Shoe  Clicker 

Malignant  Pulmonary  Abscess  52 

Shoe  Seat  Lift  Skiver 

1 

Pharynx 

60 

Bricklayer’s  Labourer 

1 

Oesophagus 

67 

Retired  Secretary 

2 

83 

Retired  Gas  Works  Stoker 

Stomach 

39 

Blastfurnaceman 

7 

56 

Manager  of  Shoe  Factory 

56 

Ironstone  Labourer 

61 

Company  Director  (Printing  Machinery) 

67 

Retired  Master  House  Furnisher 

75 

Retired  Blast  Engine  Driver 

77 

Retired  Railway  Engine  Driver 

Colon 

72 

Retired  Shoe  Finisher 

1 

Rectum 

69 

Company  Director  (Funeral) 

2 

80 

Retired  Tailor’s  Manager 

Liver 

51 

Shoe  Laster 

2 

81 

Retired  Shoe  Finisher 

Pancreas 

69 

Market  Gardener 

2 

57 

Commercial  Traveller 

Prostate 

62 

General  Labourer 

1 

Totals 

27 
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CANCER  1952 

FEMALES 


Site 

Age 

Occupation 

Total 

Medulloblastomatosis 

12 

Schoolchild 

1 

Cerebral  Tumour 

45 

Wife  of  Transport  Clerk 

1 

Melanoma  of  Eyelids 

41 

No  occupation 

1 

Breast 

57 

Office  Caretaker 

5 

57 

Shoe  Closer 

62 

Wife  of  Master  Builder 

73 

Widow  of  Farmer 

83 

No  occupation 

Bronchus 

76 

Widow  of  Retired  Commercial  Traveller  1 

Lung 

80 

No  occupation 

1 

Oesophagus 

69 

Housekeeper 

1 

Stomach 

61 

Wife  of  Gardener 

2 

71 

Wife  of  Retired  Shop  Salesman 

Colon 

47 

Wife  of  Shoe  Production  Manager 

4 

56 

Wife  of  Vehicle  Driver 

75 

Retired  Secretary 

79 

Wife  of  Retired  Shoe  Finisher 

Caecum 

83 

Widow  of  Quarry  Foreman 

2 

85 

Wife  of  Retired  Cycle  Retailer’s  Manager 

Rectum 

23 

Wife  of  Leather  Merchant 

4 

33 

Wife  of  Milk  Carrier 

60 

Widow  of  Foreman  Builder 

75 

Domestic 

Pancreas 

35 

Wife  of  Dental  Surgeon 

2 

79 

Wife  of  retired  Bricklayer’s  Labourer 

Kidney 

66 

Wife  of  Retired  Shoe  Laster 

1 

Ovary 

38 

Wife  of  Tailor’s  Sales  Manager 

5 

41 

Shoe  Closer 

52 

Wife  of  Shoe  Clicker 

54 

Wife  of  Licensed  Victualler 

56 

Wife  of  Waterworks  Attendant 

Cervix  Uterus 

66 

Wife  of  Retired  Shoe  Clicker 

2 

66 

Wife  of  Council  Groundsman 

Vulva 

46 

No  occupation 

1 

Melanotic  Carcinoma 

63 

Widow  of  Nurseryman 

1 

Carcinomatosis 

73 

Widow  of  Chemist 

1 

Total 

36 
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Scabies. — The  number  of  cases  of  scabies  increased  from  4  in  1951  to 
10.  These  patients  were  given  20  baths  followed  by  treatment  with 
benzyl-benzoate  emulsion.  Five  of  the  cases  were  children  and  live  adults. 

Five  contacts  were  given  six  baths. 

Disinfecting  and  Cleansing  Station. — The  10  cases  of  scabies 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph  were  dealt  with  at  the  disinfecting 
and  cleansing  station.  Nine  hundred  and  seventy-four  articles  of  clothing 
and  bedding  were  disinfected  by  steam  or  hot  air  a  decrease  of  512  on  the 
figure  for  1951.  Two  hundred  and  ninety  articles  were  destroyed  at  the 
request  of  the  owners. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  rooms  were  disinfected.  The 
reasons  for  disinfection  are  shown  in  the  undermentioned  table  : — 

Rooms 


Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  80 

Erysipelas  .......  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

Cancer  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  30 

Other  Diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Vermin,  etc .  .  .  .  .  .  128 

Paratyphoid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Total  .  .  .  .  .  277 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  47.  Care  and  Attention  of  Old  People. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  this  Section 
since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Act. 

Ten  cases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  department  by  local 
practitioners  and  others  but  on  investigation  no  action  under  this  section 
was  necessary. 

Four  of  these  required  immediate  hospital  treatment  and  finally 
agreed  to  go  into  hospital.  With  the  co-operation  of  the  County  Welfare 
Officer  cases  were  admitted  to  hospitals  in  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital 
Board’s  area. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951. 

This  Act  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  September,  1951,  gives 
local  authorities  further  powers  to  enable  them  to  deal  expedi¬ 
tiously  with  certain  cases  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 
Applications  for  Court  Orders  may  be  made  either  by  the  local  authority 
or  by  the  medical  officer  of  health  where  the  authority  authorises  the 
medical  officer  of  health  to  make  applications  in  cases  to  which  the  amend¬ 
ing  Act  applies. 

If  the  Local  Authority  were  to  authorise  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  take  the  immediate  action  provided  for  under  this  Act,  it  would  prove 
advantageous  to  the  person  being  dealt  with. 
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WELFARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE. 


The  Darby  and  Joan  Club,  which  was  formed  under  the  auspices  of 
the  W.V.S.  and  held  its  first  meeting  in  1951,  continued  during  the  year 
with  a  membership  of  approximately  190  and  a  waiting  list  for  membership. 
In  April  and  May,  arrangements  were  made  in  conjunction  with  the 
Rotary  Club  for  76  members  to  have  a  week’s  holiday  at  Skegness.  A 
club  outing  was  held  in  August,  and  in  October  39  members  had  a  week’s 
holiday  at  Brighton  at  specially  reduced  charges.  The  Annual  Party  was 
held  at  the  Central  Hall  and  was  attended  by  350  members  and  friends. 

The  Voluntary  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  which  it  was 
proposed  to  form  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  number 
11/50,  referred  to  in  my  reports  for  1950  and  1951,  has  not  been  completely 
constituted  and  in  consequence  no  meetings  have  been  held  during 
this  year. 

Section  50.  Disposal  of  the  Dead. 

During  1952,  three  persons  were  buried  by  the  local  authority  under 
this  scheme  as  no  other  suitable  arrangements  were  made  by  relatives  or 
friends. 


NEW  LEGISLATION 

The  Hydrogen  Cyanide  (Fumigation  of  Buildings)  Regulations,  1951, 
came  into  operation  on  1st  February,  1952,  replaced  the  Regulations 
made  in  1938. 

The  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April,  1952. 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952,  which  came  into 
operation  on  1st  May,  1952,  revoked  and  replaced  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930. 

The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Amendment  Regulations,  1952, 
came  into  operation  on  5th  May,  1952,  amending  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat 
Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947  to  1951. 

The  Public  Baths  Byelaws  made  under  Section  223  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  came  into  force  on  1st  June,  1952. 

The  Housing  Act,  1952,  came  into  operation  on  1st  August,  1952. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1952,  came  into 
operation  on  31st  August,  1952,  amending  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924  to  1948. 

The  Cremation  Regulations,  1952,  made  under  the  Cremation  Act, 
1902,  as  amended  by  the  Cremation  Act,  1952,  came  into  operation  on  26th 
September,  1952. 

The  Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations,  1952,  which  came  into 
force  on  1st  October,  1952,  replace  the  Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1950. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  179. 

Health  Education  is  the  most  important  duty  of  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  whose  aim  is  to  advise  and  educate  the 
citizens  of  the  Borough  to  a  true  appreciation  of  the  maintenance  of 
positive  health  and  of  prevention  of  ill-health  of  the  individual  especially 
by  attention  to  environment. 
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Daily  contact  with  persons  in  trouble  and  those  suffering  from 
ill-health  and  during  visits  to  homes  afford  ample  opportunity  for  teach¬ 
ing  healthy  living. 

A  number  of  formal  lectures  and  talks  has  been  given  to  various 
organisations. 

Display  sets  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Central  Council 
for  Health  Education  were  exhibited  in  the  Borough  Library,  the  Food 
Office  and  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Press  publicity  was  given  to  the  diphtheria  immunisation  in  July. 
Two  thousand  and  fifty  bookmarks  reminding  parents  of  the  need  for 
immunisation  were  placed  in  books  issued  from  the  Borough  Library  and 
two  large  circulating  libraries. 

Three  cinemas  showed  diphtheria  immunisation  slides  followed  by 
another  giving  information  regarding  the  day  and  times  of  immunisation 
sessions  in  Kettering. 

Leaflets  were  distributed  from  the  Borough  Library,  Food  Office  and 
Public  Health  Department. 

Chemists  displayed  posters,  and  exhibition  boards  dealing  with  the 
subject  were  exhibited  at  the  Food  Office  and  Borough  Library. 

Kettering  Hygienic  Food  Association. — At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  26  members  of  the  association  and  a  further  31  applications  for 
membership  had  been  approved  but  membership  had  not  been  taken  up  by 
the  payment  of  the  subscriptions.  There  were  166  associate  members. 

The  Annual  General  Meeting,  which  was  held  in  December,  was 
addressed  by  Morley  Parry,  Esq.,  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Division  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Lectures  to  Food  Handlers. — Three  courses  of  3  film-strip 
talks  were  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  October  and  November. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  course  5  attendances  were  recorded,  21  at  the 
second  and  2  at  the  third  course. 

It  is  disappointing  that  so  few  took  advantage  of  these  courses. 

Factory  Canteens. — On  the  whole  these  canteens  maintain  a  fairly 
good  standard  of  cleanliness.  Washing-up  routine  is  not  as  good  as  one 
would  wish  and  the  use  of  metal  baskets  for  immersion  of  crockery  and 
cutlery  and  of  sterilising  twin  sinks  is  advocated  together  with  the  abolition 
of  the  tea  and  roller  towels. 

Market  Stalls.— The  Model  Food  Handling  Byelaws  make  special 
provision  for  the  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air. 

Regular  weekly  inspections  of  the  market  stalls  is  undertaken. 

The  stalls  selling  shellfish  and  confectionery  have  provided  glass  and 
metal  covers  to  protect  the  food  from  contamination  by  flies,  wasps,  dust, 
dirt  and,  not  least,  by  customers. 

Vehicles. — Inspection  of  food  vehicles  is  carried  out.  It  is  a  matter 
of  concern  that  bread  and  confectionery  vans  are  not  fitted  with  a  wash 
basin  and  some  means  of  heating  water. 

Some  bread  is  still  being  delivered  in  uncovered  baskets  fitted  in 
bicycles.  This  is  an  infringement  of  the  Model  Byelaws  as  to  handling, 
wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air. 
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Householders. — The  provision  of  raised  racks  for  milk  bottles  and 
covered  tins  for  meat,  bread  and  other  foods  delivered  during  the  absence 
of  the  householders,  would  prevent  a  great  deal  of  illhealth. 

Crockery  Sanitization. — Samples  of  washing-up  and  rinsing 
water,  swabs  from  tea  towels,  washed  and  chipped  cups,  plastic  beakers, 
plates  and  cutlery  were  taken  from  23  hotels,  cafes,  factory  and  school 
canteens  and  were  examined  at  the  bacteriological  laboratory  within  2  hours 
of  sampling  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  efficiency  of  catering  utensil  hygiene. 

Frequent  and  regular  inspection  of  catering  establishments  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  keep  up  the  standard  of  not  more  than  100  colonies  of  organisms 
per  utensil  and  no  coliform  bacilli  present,  and  a  total  colony  count  of  not 
more  than  500  in  1  millilitre  and  coliforms  absent  in  1  millilitre  of  the 
washing  up  and  rinsing  water. 

Faults  in  the  washing-up  routine  were  demonstrated  by  this  sampling 
which  proved  of  educational  value  to  food  handlers  whose  attention  was 
drawn  to  the  unseen  dangers  which  pass  unrecognised  and  they  realised 
the  need  for  the  “  NOW  WASH  YOUR  HANDS  ”  notices  and  one  result 
has  been  to  make  the  kitchen  staff  feel  their*  s  is  no  menial  task. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


No. 

1950 

1951 

1 

1952 

Constant  Hand 

Hot  Washing  Salting  Vats 
Water  Basin 

33 

Preserved  Food 
Manufacturing 

2 

9 

57 

14 

Stainless  Steel  1, 

6  Slate  2,  Wooden  8, 

36 

Butchers 

3 

11 

51 

14 

Earthenware  5, 
#Lead  3,  Enamel  1. 

10 

26 

Fish  Shops 

4 

7 

20 

7 

3 

21 

Bakehouses 

6 

4 

25 

8 

3 

25 

Milk  Purveyors 
and  Dairies 

9 

4 

19 

2 

23 

Ice-cream  Dealers 
and  Manufacturers 

56 

35 

139 

25 

6 

45 

Licensed  Premises 

2 

4 

33 

25 

6 

# — Now  replaced  by  1  earthenware  and  2  wooden  tubs. 


LICENSED  PREMISES 

A  survey  was  carried  out  on  33  of  the  licensed  premises.  The  re¬ 
mainder  will  be  surveyed  in  1953.  The  results  of  the  survey  are  as  follows: 


Ventilation  Insufficient 

3 

No  provision  in 

cellar 

5 

Satisfactory 

25 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

For  males 

defective 

4 

satisfactory 

29 

For  females 

satisfactory 

33 

Waste  Pipes  Not  trapped. 

7 

29 


Beer  drippings  and  overspill 

Thrown  away  4 

Returned  to  brewers  8 

Filtered  and  re-used  10 

None  1 

Not  stated  10 

Constant  Hot  Water  on  first  floor, 

in  kitchen  or  scullery  25 

Glass  Washing  No  constant  hot  water  in  the  bar  6 

No  water  in  bar  2 

Cold  water  used  1 

Sterilent  detergent  used  1 

Detergent  used  21 

Not  stated  10 

Beer  Pipes  Plastic  8 

Stainless  Steel  1 1 

Lead  and  Rubber  1 

Copper  lined  1 

Plastic  and  Stainless  Steel  4 

Not  stated  8 

Sinks  Lead  lined  3 

Glazed  earthenware  2 

Copper  5 

Stainless  Steel  in  kitchen  12 

Stainless  Steel  on  first  floor  1 
Stainless  Steel  in  bar  5 

Not  stated  5 

Draining  Boards  Lead  5 

Stainless  Steel  14 

Aluminium  1 

Pewter  1 

Not  stated  12 


The  owners  were  notified  of  the  defects  and  these  have  been  rectified 
or  the  work  put  in  hand.  In  several  cases  extensive  alterations  are  being 
carried  out. 


Milk  Bottle  Rinse  Tests. — Fifteen  milk  bottles  were  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Regular  rinse  tests  will  be  carried  out  in 
the  future. 

The  bottle  count  should  approximate  that  of  a  good  water  supply,  i.e., 
Absence  of  B.  Coli  in  1  millilitre  of  a  standard  quantity  of  rinsing  fluid 
and  complete  absence  of  milk  souring  organisms. 


DATE  SENT 

NUMBER  OF  BOTTLES 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  REPORT 

22.10.52. 

6 

All  Sterile. 

II. 12. 52. 

3 

All  Unsatisfactory. 

i7.i2.52. 

6 

All  Sterile. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Examination  of  Employees. — Nine  males  and  4  females  were 
medically  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  all  were  con¬ 
sidered  fit  for  employment  in  the  service  of  the  Council. 
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Cremation. — Six  hundred  and  thirty-one  cremations  were  carried 
out  at  the  Kettering  Crematorium  during  the  year. 

In  the  first  year,  15  out  ofytown  ”  cremations  took  place,  182  in 
1948,  260  in  1949,  354  in  1950,  455  in  1951  and  in  1952  there  were  470. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  cremations  is  shown  in  the  graph  at 
the  end  of  this  report. 

The  trend  towards  cremation  is  growing  year  by  year.  It  is  being 
more  fully  recognised  as  the  most  hygienic  and  economical  method  of 
disposal  of  the  dead. 

Throughout  the  country  cremations  represented  19.27%  of  the 
registered  deaths  in  1952  and  in  Kettering  the  percentage  was  41.5. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply. — The  Mid-Northamptonshire  Water  Board  which 
was  formed  on  1st  July,  1949,  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of 
water  supplies  to  the  Borough  of  Kettering. 

The  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Mid-Northamptonshire  Water 
Board  has  very  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  : — 

“  The  amount  of  water  supplied  from  our  Stanion  Lane  Filters 
averaged  209,058  gallons  per  day. 

The  rainfall  figures  for  Cransley  and  Thorpe  Malsor  were  as  follows  : 


Cransley 
Thorpe  Malsor 


F  irst 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Quarter 

Quarter 

Quarter 

Quarter 

Total 

1952 

1952 

1952 

1952 

5-45" 

4.80" 

6.98" 

7.66" 

24.89 

4.80" 

4.9°" 

6.41" 

OO 

b 

24.18 

During  the  year  198  samples  were  examined  of  various  waters  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  supply  to  Kettering.  The  schedule  of  these  is  as  follows  : 


Description  Bacteriologica  1 

Analyses 

Kettering  general  supply  .  .  .  9 

Cransley  final  filtered  .  26 

Clover  Hill  Well  .  24 

Stanion  Lane  (Corby)  raw  water  .  .  43 

do.  primary  filtered  . .  .  .  43 

do.  final  filtered . .  .  .  53 


Total  .  198 


The  characteristics  of  the  water  are  the  same  as  those  shown  in  copies 
of  the  chemical  analyses  supplied  last  year.” 

Since  1919,  one  thousand  and  seventy  houses  have  been  provided 
with  the  town’s  water  supply  through  the  agency  of  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  details  of  the  water  supply 


in  the  town. 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

Percentage 

Total  Number 

ILI3S 

36,600 

— 

Supplied  direct  from  town’s  mains 

.  10,796 

35.485 

96.95 

Supplied  from  wells 

52 

171 

O.47 

Supplied  from  standpipes  in  yards 

239 

786 

2.15 

Supplied  from  taps  in  outbuildings 

48 

V8 

o-43 

31 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  drains  of  63  houses  in  the  Barton 
Seagrave  district  were  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewers  and  in  an  out- 
lying  part  of  the  district  the  pail  closet,,  at  a  farm  house  was  abolished  and 
a  septic  tank  system  of  drainage  installed. 

Of  the  273  old  houses  in  Barton  Seagrave  not  previously  on  the  sewer, 
21 1  had  been  connected  to  the  new  sewers  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  three 
of  the  houses  were  demolished. 

At  Grange  Estate  connections  to  the  new  surface  water  and  soil  sewers 
continue  to  be  made  as  new  houses  are  erected. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-three  cesspool  emptyings  have  been  carried  out 
during  the  year  in  the  Borough. 

A  connection  was  made  to  the  Council’s  trunk  sewer  for  the  Henry 
Gotch  School  and  negotiations  were  completed  for  an  estate  comprising 
1 19  houses  in  the  Windmill  Avenue  area  to  join  the  drainage  system  of 
this  school.  As  a  result  of  this  arrangement,  two  private  sewage  works 
will  be  abolished  and  the  works  required  will  be  completed  shortly. 

A  scheme  for  the  laying  of  a  foul  sewer  in  the  lane  off  Bath  Road 
immediately  to  the  north  of  North  Park  was  prepared  and  the  work  is 
likely  to  be  carried  out  during  1953. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — Rivers  and  streams  generally  have  been 
watched  for  possible  pollution. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  following  table  indicates  the 
premises  which  are  not  at  present  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewers  : 

Original  Urban  Barton  Total 

District 

Houses  on  the  water  carriage  system  to 

private  sewage  works  .  .  .  172 

Houses  on  the  water  carriage  system  to 

septic  tanks  or  cesspools  .  .  24 

Houses  with  pail,  earth  or  chemical  closets, 

or  privy  .  .  .  .  14 

Factory  on  the  water  carriage  system  to 

septic  tanks  .  .  .  .  — 


270 


Seagrave 


23 


172 

60 

37 

1 


Public  Cleansing. — Extensions  in  refuse  collection  rounds  and 
scavenging  arrangements  were  made  to  cope  with  the  rapidly  growing 
Grange  Estate. 

For  the  same  reason  and  for  general  improvement  in  scavenging,  the 
Borough  has  been  divided  into  areas  and  a  man  provided  with  scavenging 
truck  and  implements  placed  in  charge  of  each.  Revisions  have  also  been 
made  in  the  routing  of  the  mechanical  road  sweeper  in  order  that  greater 
lengths  of  carriageway  may  be  swept. 

Refuse  tipping  at  London  Road  and  near  the  Old  Mill  Ise  Valley  has 
proceeded  satisfactorily. 

The  refuse  destructor  at  the  Electricity  Works  has  now  been  dis¬ 
mantled  and  the  incinerator  at  the  Corporation  Depot,  Northfield  Avenue, 
continues  to  give  good  service. 

In  June,  a  Scrap  Drive  was  organised  and  proved  highly  successful, 
173  tons  of  good  quality  scrap  metal  being  collected  throughout  the 
Borough,  resulting  in  a  handsome  profit  for  the  Council. 
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Public  Conveniences. — The  underground  public  conveniences  at 
Hampden  Crescent  have  been  constructed  during  the  year  and  were 
opened  for  the  public  in  February,  1953. 

Private  Street  Works. — Schemes  for  the  making  up  of  part  of 
Piper’s  Hill  Road  and  part  of  Cowper  Street  have  been  prepared  during 
the  year  and  provisional  apportionments  served  in  respect  of  part  of 
Piper’s  Hill  Road. 

Early  in  the  year  the  private  street  works  in  respect  of  part  of  Bowhill 
were  completed  and  this  section  of  the  street  taken  over  by  the  Corporation. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  early  execution  of  repairs  to  dwelling  houses  has  not  been  easy 
to  obtain  in  consequence  of  the  continued  shortage  of  labour  engaged  in 
repair  work.  From  time  to  time  the  shortage  of  certain  building  materials 
has  added  to  the  difficulties,  nevertheless  2,547  defects  or  nuisances  were 
remedied. 

Preliminary  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  205  premises  and  verbal 
intimations  were  given  regarding  128  premises,  it  was  necessary  to  send 
23  cautionary  letters  to  owners  or  occupiers  for  failure  to  comply  with 
preliminary  notices.  There  were  299  outstanding  notices  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  complaints  were  investigated. 

The  Kettering  Petty  Sessional  Court  heard  appeals  made  by  two 
owners  against  the  notices  served  upon  them  under  Section  75  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  required  the  provision  of  a  dustbin  at 
their  respective  properties.  The  appeals  were  dismissed. 

Work  was  executed  by  the  Council  at  one  dwelling-house  following 
non-compliance  with  a  statutory  notice  served  on  the  owner  under  Section 
39  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  at  a  cost  of  ^10  15s.  od. 

An  appeal  was  lodged  at  the  County  Court  by  an  owner  following  the 
service  on  him  of  a  statutory  notice  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936.  This  appeal  is  at  present  sub  judice. 

House  Inspection. — During  the  year  799  houses  were  inspected 
for  the  following  reasons  : 


Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  .  .  .  n 

Measured  under  Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  .  30 

Reviewed  under  Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  68 

Infectious  disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  135 

In  respect  of  complaints  .  .  .  .  .  248 

Coming  under  observation  .  150 

At  request  of  builders  .  .  .  .  8 

At  request  of  owners  .  .  .  .  .  20 

At  request  of  Housing  Manager  and  others  .  .  126 

Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  Restriction  Acts,  1920 — 1939  3 


One  thousand,  four  hundred  and  thirty  secondary  visits  were  made  to 
ascertain  whether  defects  had  been  remedied  and  to  supervise  work  in 
progress. 
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Inspections  and  Visits,  etc.  : — 

Infectious  Diseases  : 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  .  .  .  47 

,,  ,,  (revisits)  .  2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  .  .  .  1 

,,  ,,  (revisits)  .  1 

Erysipelas  8 

Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Paratyphoid  fever  .  .  .  .  4 

„  ,,  (Revisits)  .  19 

Dysentery  .  .  .  2 1 

„  .  (revisits)  .  75 

Food  poisoning  12* 

„  „  (revisits)  .  44* 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  . .  .  8 

Scabies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Meningococcal  Infection  .  .  .  .  2 

Complaints  investigated  (all  causes)  .  .  .  338 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  .  .  205 

»  >  »  n  „  (revisits)  .  65 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  26 

„  »  »  >>  (revisits)  .  10 

Workplaces  .  18 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  34 

,,  (revisits)  .  25 

Milkshops  52 

,,  (revisits)  .  18 

Keeping  of  animals  .  36 

Food  premises  : 

Butchers’  shops  .  .  .  .  1 58 

Slaughterhouses  720 

Fish  shops  47 

Food  shops  .  308 

Vehicles  .  7 

Markets  .  27 

Restaurants  and  cafes  .  .  .  .  83 

Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Association’s  Depot  .  .  52 

Ice-cream  premises  .  182 

Railway  Station  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Miscellaneous  .  73 

Secondary  inspections  1430 

Offices  30 

Schools  1 

Smoke  observation  .  .  .  .  1 1 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  .  53 

Shops  Act  .  61 

Inns,  refreshment  houses,  hotels,  etc.  .  28 

Common  lodging  house  .  4 

*  Includes  1  visit  and  3  revisits  of  contacts  of  inf ection  occurring  out  of  Kettering 


34 


Tents,  vans  and  sheds  .  .  .  4 

Interviews  with  owners,  agents,  builders  and  tenants  .  758 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  498 

Unsuccessful  visits  .  3 1 1 

Rooms  disinfected  .  .  .  .  .  .  281 

Articles  of  bedding,  etc.,  disinfected  .  .  .  974 

Articles  of  bedding,  etc.,  destroyed  .  290 

Baths  given  for  Scabies  : 

(a)  to  Kettering  school  children  .  .  .  10 

(b)  to  other  Kettering  persons  .  .  .  16 


Smoke  test  was  applied  to  drains  of  28  houses  and  defects  were 
revealed  at  13  houses. 

Water  test  was  applied  to  reconstructed  drains  on  32  occasions. 
Smoke  test  was  applied  to  repaired  drains  on  7  occasions. 

Notices  Served  : 

(a)  Statutory  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  : 


Under  Section  39,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  .  1 

Under  Section  75,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  .  2 

Under  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1936  .  4 

(b)  Preliminary  : — 


Notices  to  execute  work  or  to  abate  nuisances  were  served  in  respect 
of  205  premises. 

Verbal  notices  were  given  in  respect  of  128  premises. 

Cautionary  letters  sent  numbered  23. 

Sanitary  Work  carried  out. 

A. — Housing  repairs,  etc.,  executed. 

Houses  connected  to  sewer  in  lieu  of  septic  tanks,  cesspools,  etc.  63 


Houses  redrained  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Houses  at  which  drains  were  repaired  .  .  46 

Inspection  chambers  constructed  or  repaired  .  .  28 

Intercepting  traps  fixed  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Fresh  air  inlets  fixed  to  drains  (or  repaired)  .  .  2 

Ventilating  pipes  to  drains  fixed  or  repaired  .  .  8 

Glazed  gullies  provided  and  fixed  .  .  .  .  21 

Rainwater  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  .  .  2 

Obstructions  removed  from  drains  and  W.C’s  .  .  39 

Rainwater  gutters  and  downpipes  repaired  or  renewed .  129 

Soil  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  2 

Pail  closets  replaced  with  W.C’s  .  .  .  .  4 

Tipper  closets  removed  and  washdowns  provided  .  15 

Defective  W.C.  pans  and  traps  removed  and  renewed .  45 

W.C.’s  provided  with  flushing  cisterns  and  water  supply  24 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  28 

Additional  W.C’s  constructed  .  6 

W.C’s  rebuilt  or  walls  repaired  .  .  3 

Houses  provided  with  sinks  .  .  6 

New  sinks  provided  to  replace  those  defective  .  .  n 
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New  sink  or  bath  waste  pipes  provided  or  old  repaired  28 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  or  replaced  .  .  .  2 

Houses  provided  with  town’s  water  supply  .  .  7 

Water  taps  provided  internally  .  8 

Coppers  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  12 

Roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  133 

Walls  repaired  externally  .  .  .  .  .  95 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt  .  67 

Rooms  stripped  and  cleansed  .  .  .  .  156 

Walls  repaired  internally  .  .  .  .  .  145 

Stoves  and  fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  55 

Dampness  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  82 

Rooms  ventilated  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Bathrooms  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Ceilings  repaired  .  .  .  .  ......  .  14 1 

Ceilings  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  57 

Windows  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  141 

New  sashcords  fixed  .  .  .  .  .  .  67 

Fasteners  and  stays  provided  to  windows .  .  18 

Air  grates  provided  or  renewed  for  floor  ventilation  .  9 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  82 

Stairs  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Handrails  provided  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  10 

Overcrowding  abated .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Doors  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  .  .  .  .  3 

Refuse  receptacles  provided .  .  .  .  .  3 1 

Pavings  to  yards  and  passages  repaired  .  .  .  48 

Miscellaneous  '  .  .  .  .  .  .  170 


Total .  .  .  2112 

B. — Slaughterhouses. 

Regular  periodic  cleansing  and  limewashing  carried  out  1 

Other  improvements  carried  out  .  .  .  .  1 


Total .  2 

C. — Food  premises. 

Defective  walls  or  ceilings  repaired  3 

Defective  yard  pavings  or  floors  remedied  .  6 

Blocked  or  defective  drains  remedied  or  reconstructed  .  1 

Defective  lighting  or  ventilation  remedied  4 

Regular  periodic  limewashing  and  general  cleansing  .  20 

Hot  water  supply  provided  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Towels  provided  .  2 

W.C.  constructed  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Refuse  receptacles  provided .  3 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  or  renewed  .  .  .  5 

Light  provided  to  W.C .  .  .  2 

Refrigerator  provided  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  .  .  .  .  1 

Other  improvements  carried  out  .  .  .  .  25 


Total .  .  90 
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D. — Shops  (various). 

Effective  means  of  lighting  or  ventilation  provided  to  VV.C.  io 

Effective  means  of  lighting  or  ventilation  provided  .  i 

Cleansing  of  rooms  carried  out  .  .  .  .  6 

W.C.  constructed  .  .  .  .  .  .  i 

Washing  facilities  provided  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Other  improvements  carried  out  .  .  .  .  31 


Tota| .  53 

E.  — Hotels,  Restaurant  Kitchens  and  Confectioners’  Premises 

Structural  defects  remedied .  .  .  .  .  1 

Lavatory  basins  with  hot  and  cold  water  supply  .  2 

Sinks  with  hot  and  cold  water  supply  .  .  .  3 

Adequate  drainage  provided  .  .  .  .  1 

Defective  lighting  or  ventilation  remedied  .  .  3 

Limewashing  and  general  cleansing  carried  out  .  3 

Cellar  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Other  improvements  carried  out  .  .  .  .  1 

Total .  15 

F.  — Licensed  Premises. 

New  beer  pipes  provided  .  .  .  .  .  1 

W.C.’s  constructed  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Structural  defects  remedied .  .  .  .  .  1 

Lavatory  basins  with  hot  and  cold  water  supply  .  1 

Sinks  with  hot  and  cold  water  supply  .  2 

Adequate  drainage  provided  .  1 

Obstruction  removed  from  drain  .  .  .  .  4 

Limewashing  and  general  cleansing  carried  out  .  .  4 

Cellar  cleansed  2 

New  urinal  constructed  .  2 

Other  improvements  carried  out  .  3 

Total .  27 

G.  — Factory  Canteens. 

Sinks  with  hot  and  cold  water  supply  provided  2 

Refuse  receptacles  provided .  1 

Defective  lighting  or  ventilation  remedied  1 

Refrigerator  provided  1 


Total .  3 

H. — Clubs. 

Miscellaneous  improvements .  1 

Total .  1 
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I.  — Bakehouses. 

Defective  roofs  or  spouting  remedied  .  .  .  i 

Defective  floors  or  yard  pavings  remedied  .  .  i 

Regular  periodic  limewashing  and  general  cleansing  carried  out  9 

Hot  water  supply  provided  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Wash-hand  basin  provided  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Soap  and  towels  provided  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Total  .  14 

J.  — Fried  Fish  Shops. 

Lime  washing  and  general  cleansing  carried  out .  .  4 

Structural  defects  remedied  or  improvements  made  .  1 


Total  .  .  5 

K.  — Factories  (with  or  without  mechanical  power) 

and  other  Premises. 

Defective  roofs  or  spouting  remedied  .  .  .  5 

Defective  walls  or  ceilings  remedied  .  .  .  1 

Blocked  or  defective  drains  remedied  or  reconstructed .  5 

Defective  lighting  or  ventilation  remedied  .  .  38 

Limewashing  and  general  cleansing  carried  out  .  41 

Sanitary  accommodation  requirements  complied  with  : — 

(a)  Unsuitable  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

(b)  Separation  of  sexes  .  .  .  .  1 

Other  improvements  carried  out  .  .  .  .  61 

Total  .  .  154 

L.  — Offices. 

Additional  W.C.  provided  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Wash-hand  basin  provided  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Redecoration  carried  out  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


Total  .  .  5 

M. — Miscellaneous. 

Houses  at  which  the  name  and  address  of  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  inserted  in  rent  book  .  .  16 

Houses  at  which  the  name  and  address  of  the  owner 

inserted  in  Rent  Book  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Permitted  Number  inserted  in  rent  book  .  .  19 

Nuisance  re  animals’  premises  abated  .  .  5 

Sewer  repaired  (rats)  .  .  .  1 

Sewer  manhole  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Sewer  vent  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Street  gulley  repaired  .  .  .  .  3 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  at  church  hall  .  1 

Septic  tanks  emptied  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Obstruction  removed  from  sewer  .  .  .  .  1 

Other  defects  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  6 


Total  .  .  71 


Grand  Total  .  .  2554 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  SCHOOLS 


No  inspections  were  carried  out  during  1952. 

The  construction  of  some  400  yards  of  drain,  connected  to  the 
Council’s  trunk  sewer,  to  receive  the  drainage  from  the  Henry  Gotch 
Junior  and  Infant  Schools  and  the  new  Henry  Gotch  Secondary  Modern 
School  which  is  under  construction  was  well  advanced.  The  abolition  of 
the  existing  small  sewerage  works  serving  the  Junior  and  Infant  Schools 
is  anticipated  early  in  the  new  year. 


Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled 
by  Bye-Laws  or  Regulations. 

Common  Lodging  House. — -Eight  visits  were  made  to  the  only 
common  lodging  house  situated  in  the  district. 

Camping  Sites. — No  sites  in  the  area  were  used  for  holiday  camp¬ 
ing  purposes  during  1952. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  site,  which  belongs  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion,  usually  occupied  by  fairs,  etc.,  on  their  periodical  visits  was  found 
to  be  satisfactory  during  their  sojourn. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — The  Council’s  Open  Air  Bath 
was  used  by  21,622  persons  compared  with  36,958  in  1942. 

The  Council’s  Covered  Swimming  Bath  was  used  by  62,369  persons. 
The  Covered  Bath  was  not  used  during  1942. 

The  Slipper  Baths  were  used  by  30,802  persons  compared  with 
37,902  in  1942. 

Six  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  Council’s  Swimming 
Baths  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  very  satis¬ 
factory  reports  were  received  thereon. 

Seven  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  Wicksteed  Park  Child¬ 
ren’s  Bathing  and  Paddling  Pools  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

Five  of  the  samples  were  very  satisfactory.  The  other  two  samples, 
from  the  Children’s  Paddling  Pool,  were  below  standard  but  showed  no 
evidence  of  faecal  pollution. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — The  following  statement  shows  the 
number  of  houses  infested  with  bed  bugs  which  were  dealt  with  during 


the  year : 

Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  .  3 

Other  Houses  found  to  be  infested  .  .  .  .  14 

Total  .  .  .  .  17 

Council  Houses  disinfested  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Other  Houses  disinfested  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Total  .  .  .  .  17 


The  procedure  outlined  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938  was  again 
followed  and  during  the  year  Zaldecide  containing  D.D.T.  was  used. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. — -Full  advantage 
continues  to  be  taken  by  occupiers  in  seeking  the  assistance  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  in  respect  of  infested  or  suspected  infested  premises. 

The  town  is  fortunate  in  that  only  3  major  rat  and  2  major  mice  infestations 
were  revealed  during  the  year. 

One  of  these  major  rat  infestations  occurred  at  one  of  the  refuse  tips 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  which  on  being  visited  one  day  was  found  to 
be  clear  but  a  colony  of  rats  took  up  occupation  during  the  night  and  was 
quickly  obliterated.  This  infestation  occurred  during  the  harvest  period 
and  it  would  appear  that  the  modern  method  of  combine  harvesting  of 
grain,  instead  of  stacking  the  grain  until  threshed  some  months  later,  causes 
the  rat  colonies  to  seek  pastures  new  as  soon  as  the  grain  is  removed  from 
the  fields. 

The  new  poison  “  Warfarin  ”  was  successfully  used  in  securing  the 
elimination  of  an  infestation  of  rats  at  four  premises  and  infestations  of 
mice  at  seven  food  premises  in  addition  to  a  number  of  dwelling  houses. 

Sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  bi-annually  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  together  with  the  test-baiting  of  the  sewers  outside 
this  area.  The  pre-bait  take  in  the  sewer  manholes  during  the  November 
treatment  is  the  lowest  figure  yet  recorded  in  the  course  of  a  sewer  main¬ 
tenance  treatment.  In  the  course  of  these  treatments,  defects  in  one 
sewer,  eight  sewer  manholes  and  a  disused  sewer  were  found  and  these 
defects  were  immediately  rectified. 

Continuous  observation  was  again  maintained  on  the  Council’s  refuse 
tips  and  treatment  was  forthwith  carried  out  when  any  infestation  was 
found. 

Excellent  work  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  Rodent 
Operative  and  occupiers  of  premises  he  has  treated  appreciate  the  service 
he  has  rendered  to  them. 


Sewer  Maintenance  Treatment. 


Sections  .  and 

Number  of  manholes  baited  . 

Number  of  manholes  showing  pre-bait 

takes  .  . 

Number  of  manholes  showing  complete 
pre-bait  take  (on  one  or  both  days) 

Number  of  manholes  test-baited  in  con¬ 
junction  with  this  treatment  and 
not  included  in  Sections  I.  to  VI. 
above 

6.  Number  of  complete  takes  in  paragraph 
5  above  .  .  . 

Applications  numbering  227  were  received  during  the  year  for  the 
services  of  the  Rodent  Operative. 


First 

to  VI. 

Second 

Total 

Part  VII 

I.  to  VI. 

— 

i65 

“3 

27S 

63 

42 

10  5 

57 

39 

96 

186 

'Nil 

186 

*5 

Nil 

*5 

The  following  table  indicates  the  results  (excluding  sewer  treatment) 
of  the  action  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Department  during  1952. 
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Number  of  visits  by  Rodent  Operative  .  .  1061 

Number  of  rats  destroyed  (excluding  those  poisoned)  ...  .  237 

Number  of  visits  re  mice  .  .  .  .  .  137 

Number  of  occasions  traps  used  .  .  .  .  906 

Number  of  occasions  poison  gas  used  .  .  .  2 

Number  of  occasions  dogs  and/or  ferrets  used  .  .  69 

Quantity  of  poison  laid  (ozs.)  Zinc  phosphide  .  .  1053 

Quantity  of  poison  taken  (ozs.)  ,,  ,,  .  .  .  673 

Quantity  of  poison  laid  (ozs.)  Antu  .  90 

Quantity  of  poison  taken  (ozs.)  ,,  30 

Quantity  of  poison  laid  (ozs.)  Red  Squill  .  32 

Quantity  of  poison  taken  (ozs.)  ,,  ,,  14 

Quantity  of  poison  laid  (ozs.)  Warfarin  .  428 

Number  of  rats  found  poisoned  .  .  .  .  376 


Factories  and  Workshops. — The  following  tables  show  the  work 
done  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1.  Inspections  (including  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors)  : 


Premises 

Number  on 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  i,  2,  3,4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

3h 

26 

3 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

206 

205 

22 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’ 
premises) 

5 

5 

T  OTAL 

247 

2764 

25* 

Nil 

*  Informal.  -j-  Does  not  include  79  secondary  visits  during  the  year. 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  : 


Particulars 

Numbei 

of  cases  in 

1 

which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

rred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

34 

28 

— 

I 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

I 

I 

I 

I 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitarv  Conveniences  : 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( b )  unsuitable  or  defective 

61 

39 

— 

2 

— 

( c )  not  separate  for  sexes 

I 

1 

— •' 

I 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T  OTAL 

97 

69 

I 

5 

Nil 

Outwork  in  unwholesome  premises  .  .  .  Nil 
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HOUSING. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1227  live  applications  on  the 
Council’s  register  awaiting  consideration  as  compared  with  1277  on  1st 
January,  1952. 

Overcrowding  is  gradually  declining,  there  being  31  premises  con¬ 
taining  61  families  and  comprising  269  persons  living  in  overcrowded 
conditions  at  the  end  of  the  year,  as  compared  with  62  premises  containing 
129  families  and  comprising  542  persons  in  1949. 

Action  under  the  Housing  Act  regarding  unsatisfactory  dwelling- 
houses  which  have  been  scheduled  for  consideration,  has  unfortunately 
been  restricted  consequent  upon  the  continued  shortage  of  houses.  During 
the  year  13  houses  were  represented  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act, 

:93&- 

Formal  undertakings  were  accepted  in  respect  of  12  houses  that  they 
should  not  be  used  for  human  habitation,  and  it  is  hoped  the  rehousing 
of  the  occupants  of  these  houses  will  soon  take  place. 

One  house,  which  had  been  the  subject  of  an  undertaking  that  it 
should  not  be  used  for  human  habitation  last  year,  was  rendered  fit  and 
the  undertaking  cancelled. 

The  Council  purchased  14  houses  during  the  year  and  they  are 
shortly  to  be  placed  in  a  thorough  state  of  repair  and  provided  with  bath¬ 
rooms  and  other  amenities. 

Occupiers  of  dwelling-houses  are  continuing  to  purchase  their  habi¬ 
tations  and  as  previously  indicated  this  action  materially  assists  in  the 
maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  properties  concerned.  The  pro¬ 
vision  of  bathrooms  etc.  is  one  of  the  improvements  affected  at  such  houses. 
Plans  for  the  provision  of  bathrooms  at  49  houses  were  submitted  to  the 
Council  for  approval  during  the  year. 

Five  hundred  and  eight  Requisitions  for  a  Search  under  the  Land 
Charges  Act,  1925,  were  received. 

Form  B  has  been  compiled  in  respect  of  7610  houses  and  certificates 
stating  the  permitted  number  have  been  issued  in  respect  of  7322  houses. 

In  December,  1930,  a  schedule  of  136  houses  which  it  was  considered 
should  receive  attention  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  was  prepared. 
Additions  continue  to  be  made  to  the  list  until  a  total  of  266  houses  has 
been  reached. 

The  position  on  the  31st  December,  1952,  regarding  these  houses 
proposed  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act  was  as  follows  : 


Houses  rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  5 

Houses  demolished  in  clearance  areas  .  28 

Houses  unoccupied  in  clearance  areas  .  .  .  2 

Houses  occupied  in  clearance  areas  .  .  .  .  — 


Houses  demolished  (including  conversion  to  business  pre¬ 
mises,  added  to  adjoining  dwelling-house  or  demolished 


through  outstanding  closing  orders,  Housing  Act,  1925)  174 

Houses  unoccupied  with  the  demolition  orders  operative 1 

Houses  occupied  with  demolition  orders  operative  .  Nil 

Houses  unoccupied  with  undertakings  accepted  not  to  re-let  3 1 
Blouses  occupied  with  undertakings  accepted  not  to  re-let  10 

Part  of  dwelling-house  closed,  Housing  Act,  1936 .  1 

Blouses  awaiting  consideration  .  .  .  .  14 
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266 


Persons  displaced  during  the  years  1928—1930  .  .  78 

I931 — 1951  .  75 1 

Persons  displaced  during  the  year  19^2  : 

To  Council  houses  .  .  .  .  .  14 

To  other  premises  .  .  Nil 

843 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  under  part  II.  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930,  and  part  II.  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

As  a  result  of  formal  action  .  .  ......  .  .  167 

As  a  result  of  informal  notice  preliminary  to  formal  notice  638 

805 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(<?)  1.  By  Local  Authority  81 

2.  By  other  Local  Authorities  .  — 

3.  By  other  bodies  or  persons  24 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(Included  in  (a)  ) 

1.  By  Local  Authority  81 

2.  By  other  Local  Authorities  — 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  575 
( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  575 

(2)  (. a )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  11 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  1 1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerously  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  .  .  .  161 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal 

Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  .  .  .  .  .  525 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Llousing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  .  4 


43 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : 

(< a )  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  Nil 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(<2)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  1 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  orders  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  blousing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil 

Demolished  in  clearance  areas  .  .  .  ....„  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : 

(1)  (<2)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  31st  Decem¬ 

ber,  1952  ......  .  _  .  _ .  31 

(■ b )  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  61 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  .  269 

(2)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  160 

(4)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 

have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936  to  1949. 

Number  of  dairymen  licensed  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  .  10 

Number  of  dairymen  licensed  to  retail  tuberculin-tested 

milk  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 3 

Number  of  dairymen  licensed  to  retail  pasteurised  tuber¬ 
culin-tested  milk  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Number  of  dairymen  licensed  to  retail  sterilised  milk  .  8 

Number  of  retailers  licensed  to  bottle  accredited  milk  .  2 
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The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  sampling  results  of 


milk  : — 

Type  of  Milk 

Test 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Pasteurised 

Methylene  Blue 

I  I 

2 

13 

Pasteurised 

Phosphatase 

13 

— 

13 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Methylene  Blue 

28 

I 

29 

Accredited 

Methylene  Blue 

2 

- - 

2 

Ungraded 

Methylene  Blue 

2 

I 

3 

Twenty-four  samples  of  milk  (21  tuberculin-tested,  1  accredited, 
2  ungraded)  were  submitted  for  microscopical  and  biological  examination 
for  tubercle  bacilli. 

Negative  results  were  obtained. 

One  specimen  of  accredited  milk  and  one  specimen  of  ungraded  milk 
were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 

One  sample  of  tuberculin-tested  milk  was  also  submitted  for  bac¬ 
teriological  examination  for  haemolytic  streptococci  and  was  found  to  be 
negative. 

Ice-cream. — Forty  samples  of  ice-cream  and  two  ice  lollies  were 
taken  from  19  producers  or  retailers  with  the  following  results  : — • 

•  Producer  or  Retailer  _ Number  of  Samples  in  each  Grade _ 

1  2  3  4 

I 

2 

4  1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1  1 

2 
1 
1 

1  1 

1231 

1  1 

2 

2  1 
2 

1  Satisfactory 

1  Satisfactory 

*  Out-of-District  Producer. 

Grade  i  =;  Methylene  Blue  reduced  in  4\  hours  or  more  ==  Satisfactory 
Grade  2  —  ,,  „  „  ,,  2|  to  4  hours  =  Fair 

Grade  3  ==  ,,  ,,  „  ,,  i  to  2  hours  =  Unsatisfactory 

Grade  4  ==  ,,  ,,  „  ,,  Less  than  |  hour  ==  Very  Unsatisfactory 

Manufacturers  and  retailers  concerned  were  informed  of  the  results 
of  samples  taken. 

Meat  and  Other  foods. — For  the  thirteenth  successive  year  cent¬ 
ralised  slaughtering  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  con¬ 
tinued  at  the  only  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  use  in  the  Borough.  The 


*A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

*H 

I 

J 

*K 

L 

*M 

*N 

*0 

*Q 

Ice  Lollies. — 

G 

R 
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hope  is  expressed  that  circumstances  will  permit  the  provision  of  a  public 
abattoir  at  an  early  date. 

Seven  hundred  and  nineteen  visits  were  made  and  19,405  animals 
were  inspected. 

Twenty-seven  visits  were  made  to  the  Cattle  and  General  Markets 
and  periodic  inspections  of  meat  vehicles  operating  in  the  Borough 
were  undertaken. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 
exclud¬ 
ing  cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

2255 

1405 

875 

11,711 

3,i59 

Number  inspected 

2255 

1405 

875 

n,7ii 

3,159 

All  diseases,  except 

Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

6 

12 

18 

7i 

17 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . 

1,012 

924 

14 

767 

185 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

45-14% 

66.62% 

3-66% 

7.ID/O 

6.39% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

WFole  carcases  condemned 

16 

34 

6 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

324 

5i4 

— 

— 

163 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

15.08% 

39.00% 

0.69% 

5-35% 

Cysticercus  Bovis.— In  the  course  of  inspection  of  animals  slaugh¬ 
tered  in  Kettering,  seven  were  found  to  be  affected  with  cysticercus 
bovis.  The  parts  of  the  carcase  affected  are  shown  in  the  following 


table  : — 

External  masseter  muscle  .  6 

Heart  muscle  and  liver  .  .  .  .  .  1 


In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  Number  48  dated 
8th  November,  1948,  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  notified  of  each  case 
as  it  was  found  and  in  addition  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the 
area  from  which  the  animals  were  received  were  also  informed. 

Twenty-six  slaughtermen  were  licensed  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933.  No  contraventions 
of  this  Act  were  found. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Hudson,  M.R.C.V.S.,  the  local  Veterinary  Inspector 
for  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  attends  the  Cattle  Market 
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each  week  to  deal  with  any  case  coming  within  the  purview  of  the  Con¬ 
tagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Acts,  1894 — 1935. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  restrictions  were  placed  on  Kettering  Cattle 
Market  on  2nd  May,  1952,  and  the  market  was  open  for  sale  of  stock  for 
immediate  slaughter  only.  The  market  was  re-opened  on  18th  July,  1952. 

As  a  result  of  visits  being  made  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared 
or  sold  it  was  found  necessary  to  condemn  and  destroy  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption  59  tons,  1  cwt.,  1  qr.  5J  lbs.,  of  meat  and  3  tons, 
2  cwts.,  3  qrs.,  4J  lbs.  of  food  material.  Two  hundred  and  sixteen 
certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  unfit  home-killed  meat,  and  in  addition 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-one  certificates  were  issued  to  traders  to  enable 
them  to  obtain  compensation  in  respect  of  other  unfit  foods. 

Bakehouses. — Fifty-nine  visits  were  made  to  bakehouses  ;  as  a  result 
of  these  visits  14  matters  received  attention. 

Fried  Fish  Shops. — Forty-seven  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  ; 
as  a  result  of  these  visits  5  matters  received  attention. 
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KETTERING-  RESngSNTS.  COMPARED  WITH  CREMAIICW3  OF  KETTERING-  RESIDENTS  AND  QIJT-OP-/maw  CREMATIONS 


